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[IEEP in the hearts of all of us is that omnipresent yearn-
ing to own a home of our 
own in some sheltered cor-
ner of some favored section, where 
life holds out a larger share of joy and 
happiness, and where the fast tempo 
of a complex age is forgotten amid 
surroundings that are close to nature. 
Such a place is SHARYLAND, down 
in that "promised land" of reality ... 
the inimitable Lower Rio Grande Val-
ley. Sharyland, as a place to live, is 
unexcelled in the broad Southland. 
Snugly located in America's most 
fertile Valley ... for such it is ... 
SHARYLAND captivates all by its 
charm, and its obvious stability. 
This rich country, unsurpassed in 
fertility, is not only a marvelous 
country in which to live, but it is, at 
the same time, a place of genuine op-
portunity for people of modest means 
to live happily. The climate yields as 
rich harvests in good heal th as in crops. 
There is no other place in the nation 
where old and young may spend more 
days of the year out in the open. 
Most all of the refinements that go 
with city life are found in Mission and 
the surrounding community. Electric 
high-lines furnish lights and power. 
Natural gas is piped into the section 
from the oil fields. Paved highways 
stretch in every direction. Telephones 
are everywhere. Churches of all de-
nominations can be found in the Val-
ley. The finest schools to be found 
anywhere are here, with free trans-
portation to and from your home. 
There are many golf courses in the 
Valley and quite a number of very 
fine Country Clubs. Many of the 
towns have beautiful swimming 
pools. 
But more than this, there is the 
comradery of cordial, thrifty, enter-
prising people from all corners of the 
country, gathered here in this sub-
tropical setting to enjoy those things 
that have been denied them elsewhere. 
A wealth of happiness and joy 
awaits the thrifty husbandman in 
Sharyland, amid a stimulating envi-
ronment that will inspire to greater 
achievements. There is no more inter-
esting and absorbing work than grow-
ing grapefruit. Palms lining the road-
ways, birds in the trees and a cooling 
Gulf breeze laden with fragrance ... 
all are elements providing an atmos-
phere of contentment. 
People from practically every state 
in the Union are finding Sharyland 
and the Valley a hospitable and pro-
ductive place. They live in plenty as 
they have never lived before. You, 
too, will be sure to · enjoy life down 
in these semi-tropics, away from the 
rigors of cold winters, with expensive 
coal bills, and the attendant ills of the 
North. 
The people in Sharyland extend a 
·hand of greeting to you. You will 
find good neighbors and will surely 




DHE aim of the Southwestern Land Company is to afford 
the investor in one of our 
small citrus groves a com-
plete service. This means 
that upon your agreement 
to buy a grove, we will 
care for the selection of 
nursery stock, cultivation 
of trees, and the incidental 
costs, including 
taxes. Under our 
plan, the purchaser 
is relieved from the 
worry of giving his 
or her personal at-
tention to the safe~ 
guarding of the in-
vestment. 
Our Four Point 
Plan, briefly, is this: 
Point One: A 
primary requisite to 
a good citrus grove 
is an ample supply 
of water. This is dis-
tributed over our tract by a highly 
efficient irrigation district, owned and 
managed by the growers of this com-
munity. Water is from the Rio 
Grande, and is being furnished through 
concrete lined canals as fast as con-
structed, assuring maximum efficiency 
and economy. 
Point Two: All trees are furnished 
by the Sharyland 
nurseries, from their 
own stock. Extreme 
care is taken by our 
experts in the selec-
tion of budwood so 
as to assure highest 
productivity and 
most rugged char-
acter. The Shary land 
nurseries are part of 
the great Sharyland 
organization, noted 
for high quality of 
young trees pro-
duced. You are as-
sured a healthy, prolific 
citrus tree, when the root 
stock and budding a~e 
handled by this, the largest 
citrus nursery in Texas. 
Point Three: Even with 
the best trees and ample water, it is of 
vital importance that trees have prop-
er attention. They must be cultivated 
at regular intervals; pruned periodic-
ally, sprayed and dusted when needed. 
Our organization has not only the 
facilities to care for a grove better 
than the individual grower could, but 
it has the benefit of years of experi-
ence. This assures the purchaser of 
operative and all profits are returned 
to the grower. 
Our Service (;onfinues: Although 
our agreement wi.th the purchaser 
covers a period of three years, many 
of our purchasers, find-one of our groves a 
complete service that 
he can rely on, and 
whether he sees his 
grove the first year, 
when it is set out, or 
any time during the 
term of his contract, he 
may rest assured that it 
will have a bso-
lutely the best at-
tention possible. 
-~ ) 
ing themselves unable 
to live on their tract, 
avail themselves of our 
complete service and 
have us continue to 
care for their groves. 
This grove service is 
furnished at actual cost 
~~ ~- • ~· -~ 1~1~~ 
~ ',,;,"" . ( ,·, ,".ij./, • • 
.·; {~ y; ·~.t ·ir-- _J 
Point Four: Our 
plan of grove 
ownership by non-
residents, many of 
whom may not be 
able to move to 




need not trouble 
himself with a single detail from 
growing to marketing. As explained 
·elsewhere in this booklet, our organ-
ization has the benefit of the Valley's 
finest and most economical packing 
organization ... the Texas Citrus 
Fruit Growers' Exchange, of which 
Mr. Shary is president. 
Should our purchasers desire it, we 
will be glad to pick, pack and market 
his or her fruit, on the same basis as 
other members. The Exchange is a co-
,.. '1: ... 
plus ten per cent, 






Right here is 
the best example 
of organized serv-
ice you have ever 
seen, and clearly 
illustrates one of 
the big reasons 
why, if considered from an investment 
standpoint only, owners of tracts in 
the Sharyland section are each year 
happier with their purchases. 
If you cannot arrange to move to 
Sharyland at this time, prepare for 
the future by securing your tract 
now. One is assured the most intelli-
gent service in the development of 
orie's property, allowing him to stay 
at home and still be a grapefruit 
grower. 
Interesting Notes from 
Members of the Shary-
land Family About Their 
Investments 
J. L. English, Altus, Oklahoma: "I 
purchased :fifteen acres of land in Shary-
land in 1925 and the same year set 
out my orchard. I received good re• 
turns when the trees were four years 
old and l:tu year I gathered HOO boxes 
from four acres of six year old grape-
fruit trees. I realized much more off of 
this fou r acres, even with low prices, 
th:m I did 160 acres of cotton. I take 
this means of expressing to you my 
appreciation of my investment :md also 
the courteous treatment I have received 
from the Southwestern Land Company." 
♦ 
Walter B. Ellis, Mission, Texas, for-
merly :rntornobile dealer of Haviland, 
Kansas writes: "We have been here 
th ree years now and since we came no 
one of the family has ever expressed 
a desire to leave, and we feel that your 
Company did us a great service in show-
ing the Valley to us and making it pos-
sible for us to get a foot hold here. 
"We lived over a year in Southern 
California, but we like the climate here 
much better and t he rich soil ready to 
produce whatever we wish to plant is 
far ahead of anything we have seen." 
♦ 
Dr. A.' E. Ronnell , Dentist, Musko-
gee, Oklahoma: "While I have li ved in 
Muskogee 44 years, I can truthfully 
say I h ave no holdings I prize above my 
Valley property. I hope some day to be 
able to get my affairs in shape so I can 
make the Valley my home. I expect my 
investment in the Lower Rio G rande 
Valley to take care of me in my de-
cl ining years. This is a par t of the good 
things I think of the Valley. I hope to 
visit it when the fruit is ready to 
pick." 
♦ 
Dr. F. D . Millard of Winfield, Kan- , 
sas writes: "On September 26, 1922 I 
purch ased through you the N. 6.49 
acres of the S. 18.49 2cres of Lot 274, 
John H. Shary Subdivision, Mission, 
Teus, paying $600.00 :m acre for the 
raw 12nd 2nd $2 .2~ each for the 366 
citrus trees. 
"My uxes were only $ I 0.00 an acre 
I.1st yeu including Flat Rate. 
"One year I ruli7.ed $2,600 income 
from this grove, had over 100,000 
pounds of fruit I.1st ye2r." 
U . S. Denni n g, McAllen, Texas 
writes: "Too much c:m't be said about 
the opportunities existing here, await-
ing those Gapable of embr:acing them. 
We had considerable fruit last year and 
this year we have a wonderful crop. 
What would bring more of the true 
pleasures of life than to know that you 
have a good living in a country where 
the climate is gentle, soil fertile, assured 
of plenty of water when needed, elec-
tricity, paved roads, good schools, with 
flowers and vegetation growing twelve 
months of the year, Are we happy? 
Ask us," 
♦ 
Mr. J. D. Fine of Fine-Reding Candy 
Manufacturing Company, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma writes: " I have a ten 
acre orchard in the R io Grande Valley 
which is now fou r years old and will 
say I am much pleased with it and am 
as much sold on that country now as 
when I purchased the land. . 
"All of my dealings with the Shary-
land people have been very satisfactory 
indeed and I will be glad to recom-
mend your company to anyone who 
wishes to p urchase land in that sec-
tion." 
♦ 
J. Sherman Fox, Proprietor Spring 
Grove Ranch, Kelsey, Alberta, Canada 
writes : "If ten consecutive winters 
spent on Sharyland is not a proof of 
how much I enjoy the winters there 
and the pleasure I get from my now 
lovely grove, I cannot express it in 
words. Once one spends a winter there 
they will never be satisfied until they 
retu;n again and again." 
♦ 
F. S. Quackenbush, McAllen, Texas: 
"I have been in the V2lley just three 
years and the longer I stay the better 
I fike it and the better I feel. In ten 
years from now chis country will be a 
closed corporation, Those who get in 
now while the getting is good will never 
have occasion to regret the step. I say 
chat after being here and knowing che 
place." 
♦ 
Tom Semos, Manager Jefferson Cafe, 
Dallas, Texas says: "It may interest you 
to know that in 1931 and 1932, the 
4th and 5th years of my ownership, 
my lots supplied the entire consumption 
of grapefruit at the Jefferson Hotel, for 
a period of four months. It was noth-
ing unusual to have a guest remark of 
the high quality and good taste of the 




DHE most stable, conservative and pleasing investment 
that can be made today, we 
believe, is in a citrus grove 
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. This 
is especially true with a citrus grove 
in the great Sharyland community 
under .an organization directed by a 
man who has had more than twenty 
years' experience. This investment be-
comes even more desirable when it is 
backed by a Re-Purchase Bond which 
certifies to the purchaser that his land 
is worth what he paid for it, or, should 
he elect to do so, that he can sell it to 
the Valuation Company at the end of 
ten years from date of issuance of such 
bond, which Company agrees that it 
will buy the land and pay purchaser 
the amount of his original purchase 
price. Another 
valuable feature 
is that the Re-
Purchase Bond is 
transferable, and 
should the pur-
chaser for any rea-
son desire to re-
sell his land this 
transfer feature 
of a Re-Purchase 
Bond backing up 
a definite valua-
tion will prove an attractive feature 
to any new purchaser. 
The speculative element is practi-
cally removed as your land is inspected 
and carefully appraised by the Na-
tional Realty Valuation Corporation, 
and sale price approved, before they 
allow the land to be offered you for 
sale under their agreement to issue a 
Re-Purchase Bond. The appraisers of 
this Corporation naturally are forti-
fied by experience in evaluating real 
estate, as two important objectives 
are: (1) To ascertain that the pur-
chaser pays a fair price, and ( 2) to 
safeguard the Company against loss. 
Their Re-Purchase Bond practically 
fixes the value of your property at 
the price you pay. A report of sale to 
you will be forwarded to the Com-
pany, and they 
agree they will at 
once forward to 
purchaser an ac-
know led gm en t 
together with an 
Interim Certifi-
cate, which will 
recite the obli-
gation of the 
Corporation to 
furnish to the 
purchaser a Re-
7 
Purchase Bond as soon as the full pur-
chase price is paid and the land has 
been conveyed by the owner to the 
purchaser. 
ty Valuation Corporation virtually 
constitutes a guaranteed appraisement 
as to the value of the property, and 
makes the investment 
of maximum desira-
bility. 
This does not mean 
that we do not invite 
inspection of your 
citrus tracts, for we 
certainly do. It is our 
hope that each of our 
purchasers will, at 
some time during our 
relationship, have the 
opportunity of visit-
ing at least once this 
beautiful country, 
and making a person-
Re-Purchase Bond 
National Re-Pur-
chase Bonds establish 
the minimum value 
of your grove invest-
ment; but by hold-
ing your land you are 
enabled to receive the 
full benefit on the in-
crement of your 
grove as it increases 
in value above the 
price paid. Citrus 
groves have material-
ly increased in value 
each year up to the 
eighth to twelfth 
year, as the normal 
growth of the trees 
adds materially to 
the volume of the 
crop. 
Backed by a Na-
tional Re-Purchase 
The speculative element is practically elimi-
nated as your land is inspected and carefully 
appraised by the NATIONAL REALTY VAL-
UATION CORPORATION, before they allow 
the land to be offered you under their agree-
ment to issue a Re-Purchase Bond. 
al inspection of 
their property. 
Every courtesy and 
consideration will 
be given, and we 
feel, based on our 
experience in the 
Bond there is no 
need of an invest9r personally inspect-
ing his property, for his or her invest-
ment is thus a proven one. No matter 
where you live, or whether you have 
ever seen a citrus grove or not, our 
ability and reputation is an assurance 
of honest, faithful performance on 
our part in developing your grove to 
the point where it represents in tangi-
ble value the price you agree to pay 
for it. 
The contract of the National Real-
past, that such an 
inspection will con-
firm every confidence shown in our 
Company and instil enthusiasm in the 
investment. 
We have watched with genuine 
satisfaction and a feeling that we have 
served well, the thrill of pride that 
comes to those who see for the first 
time their citrus groves. This feeling 
is accentuated when our purchasers 
make their second visit, whether it be 
a vacation, or a trip of inspection, 
when their trees are laden with fruit. 
SttARYLAND Offers 
J Splen~id INVESTMENT 
■HEN the pioneers pushed their 
way through the cactus and 
mesquite back in 1904, they 
found a cluster of orange trees 
that had been planted by the padres near-
ly forty years earlier. The succulent fruit 
from these trees was a revelation and it 
brought the realization that rich oppor-
tunities lay here for the 
extensive culture of 
citrus fruits. 
A few years later, as 
colonization operations 
started, planting of cit-
rus on a large scale got 
under way. This move-
ment, however, did not 
assume great propor-
tions until about 1926, 
when the industrv be-
gan to develop by. leaps 
and bounds as the de-
mand began to grow 
for Texas grapefruit. 
The tremendous possi-
bilities are now fully 
realized and growing 
of succulent "pom-
eloes" (grapefruit) has 
become, not only one of the most profit-
able agricultural pursuits in the nation, 
but, in the Valley, one of the most inter-
esting and pleasant. 
The Valley is particularly fortunate 
with its combination of advantages . . . 
soil, water, climate ... _and despite the 
fact that the industry is relatively in its 
infancy, has gained a reputation for pro-
ducing the most delicious grapefruit in 
the world. In fact, the superior qualities 
of our fruit are so pronounced that there 
is a distinct trade preference, practically 
everywhere the fruit is sold in competi-
tion to that from other areas, and once 
the consumer has enjoyed its distinctive 
tang, he or she is reluc-
tant to accept a substi-
tute. 
The development of 
the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley is perhaps un-
paralleled in the history 
of the nation. Hardly 
a quarter of a century 
ago the country was an 
impenetrable wilder-
ness. Then came the 
railroad, the Missouri-
Pacific. For a while the 
climate and the recrea-
tional and hunting ad-
vantages were the main 
drawing cards. Colo-
nizers were quick to 
sense the enormous ad-
vantages of the coun-
try and the many opportunities it held, 
as a place for a man of modest means to 
win a competency from the soil. 
The past ten years have wrought a mir-
acle in the Valley. From a few thousand 
people, mostly Mexicans, living in clusters 
of "jacals" the section now has a popula-
tion of about 200,000 persons .. . the pro-
gressive, liberal, enterprising and thrifty 
people of a dozen middle western states, 
with a sprinkling from practically every 
state in the Union. 
Beautiful, modern cities line the two 
great parallel highways extending from 
Mission ... the head of the Valley ... to 
Brownsville, the metropolis and principal 
port of entry. Between these cities (sixty-
five miles apart) there are upwards of one 
thousand miles of hard-surfaced high-







every section of 
land. 
A few years 
ago, as the rich 
possibilities be-
. came more ap-
parent, a second 
railroad, the 
Southern Pacif-
ic, extended its 
lines in to the 
Valley, thus af-
fording the sec-
tion two trunk 
lines to the 
north, while south of the Rio Grande the 
Mexican Government has awakened to 
the urge of tourist opportunities and is 
building highways into the interior. 
The Valley has one of the greatest air-
ports in America; in fact, the Brownsville 
port is considered the fourth finest in this 
country. Airways to the north and south 
afford fast mail and passenger service. 
While most every section of the Valley 
is adaptable to citrus culture, some areas, 
because of soil and drainage, are better. If 
there is one community that possesses ideal 
qualities for the economical production of 
best quality fruit, it, is SHAR YLAND, near 
Mission. This beautiful community of pro-
gressive people takes its namefromJohnH. 
Shary, commonly called the "Daddy of 
the Citrus Industry" whose foresight and 
ingenuity are largely responsible for the 
success of the Texas Citrus industry. 
Mr. Shary early realized that the man 
of modest means could invest a portion of 
his savings in a small citrus grove, and 
whether he was 
able to give his 
personal atten-
tion or not, or 
whether he was 
able to live on 
the tract, that 
an organization 
could be formed 
that would serve 
faithfully and 
bring his grove 
in to bearing and 
turn it over a 
sound invest-
ment. For many 




zation, has been 
colonizing 
SHARYLAND with a splendid people, who 
find citrus growing not only profitable 
but a happy existence, while hundreds of 
people living throughout the Middle West 
own citrus groves, but continue with 
their vocations in the North, making 
periodical inspection trips, if they wish, 
or spending pleasant vacations, either 
summer or winter in the Valley. 
Mr. Shary realized that his responsi-
bility did not stop with the care and at-
tention of all the details of producing a 
high-quality citrus grove, but that his or-
JI 
ganization must provide a profitable mar-
ket for the fruit of his clientele. With this 
in mind he went to California and studied 
the great co-operative there and came 
back and established the Texas Citrus 
Fruit Growers' Exchange, probably the 
most successful, efficient and progressive 
marketing organization in the entire 
South. More than one thousand citrus 
growers now belong to this grower organ-
ization, which has eight of the finest and 
largest packing plants serving the entire 
Valley, and which has built up a great 
selling organization through nine years of 
contact with the trade. 
One of the wonderful and promising 
assets of this marketing association is its 
master brand "TexaSweet," which is the 
hallmark of quality Texas grapefruit, and 
upon which nearly $100,000 has been ex-
pended in building up a national prestige. 
A Playground 
for All 
This name, which is or can very l!asily be 
made to be worth a million dollars to the 
Exchange, oelongs to its members, and al-
ready is a household word in many sec-
tions. 
In perfecting his colonization develop-
ment, Mr. Shary has always had in mind 
the interest of the purchaser and the 
moral obligation to make his investment 
a happy one. The service relations with 
the purchaser have been carried so far 
that all responsibility in the way of selec-
tion of nursery stock, planting, care and 
attention, spraying and irrigating, pay-
ing of taxes, and all incidentals are taken 
care of. This makes it possible for the in-
vestor to select his tract from a plat, with 
the full assurance that he is dealing with 
a reputable, long-established firm ... one 
that will safeguard his investment in 
every way. 
make this a veri-
table happy hunt-
ing ground for the 
nimrod. No place offers 
richer returns in 
health and happi-
ness for old and 
young than the 
Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. With a cli-
mate that is really 
superb, both sum-
mer and winter, 
A mnrise dip for the family 
For the sports-
man whose idea of 
paradise is best ex-
emplified in golf, 
the Valley offers 
splendid courses 
providing pleas-
ant pastime every 
with a great ocean 
beach that is among the finest on the 
Texas Gulf Coast, and with the great 
outdoors always beckoning, sickness is al-
most unknown. 
The finest hunting to be found in the 
nation can be had here. Deer, javelinas, 
wild turkeys, whitewings, Mexican hens, 
quail, ducks and other migratory birds, 
month in the year. 
Both deep sea 
and fresh water fishing beckon the year 
'round to the followers of Izaak Walton. 
The great Silver King or Tarpon, King 
Mackerel, Amber Jack and Dolphin 
found in the blue Gulf waters afford ex-
citing sport. Sharyland irrigation canals 
furnish game fish; reservoirs and the Rio 
Grande add a variety of angling places. 
In the presence of an incomparable mnset 
D EEP WATER 
PORT . .. 
THE Valley has become 
so important as a food 
producing section that the 
federal government has 
recognized the need for a 
deep water port at Port 
Isabel, situated on the ex-
treme tip of Texas on a 
land-locked bay, affording 
ideal harbor facilities, sev-
enty miles from Sharyland 
over a paved highway. 
Port Isabel, soon to be 
the southernmost harbor in continental 
United States, offers rich opportunities to 
Valley citrus and winter truck growers, 
by widening the horizon of business to 
the great markets of the world. 
The coming of deep water to 
the rich little agricultural king-
dom along the Rio Grande 
means more dollars to grape-
fruit growers for it places the 
section on a competitive basis ~ 
with F !or id a for the big 
markets along Atlantic 
tidewater, and makes ac-
cessible the great cities of 
Europe, where people are 
learning the superior quali-
ties of our fruit. Exploita-
tion of Gulf ports and 
those of Sou th America, 
which can be more easily 
reached from Port Isa be!, 
will add to the commer-
cial importance of the Rio 
Grande Valley. Progress 
and prosperity follow in 
the wake of ocean-going 
commerce. Recognition of 
the Valley by the federal government, 
which is behind our port project, marks 
another milestone in the colorful life of 
this rapidly-growing section, that will be 
interpreted in increased wealth and 
more stable values. 
A truly wise selection for a 
home now or for later years. 
A place where the greatest 
promise of security comes from 
Mother Nature herself. 
OuR COMPANY believes there are opportuni-
ties for both large and small investors in the 
Valley, and backing this belief, we have placed 
some of the finest citrus land i"n Sharyland 
within the means of the most moderate in-
comes. The proposition of home and orchard 
development as submitted herein applies only 
to such lands as are contained in what is 
known as Sharylarid one-acre or home site sub-
division. 
■ 
Inquiries by mail will receive 
prompt attention. 
■ 
Southwestern Land Co. 
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